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‘When Dave Procter gets behind
a cause, he supports it by going to
great lengths,

* At the end of a 7,250-lkilometre
cycling odyssey across Canads, the
Comox Valley Re/Mnx real estate
agent wheeled up to the Comox Cen-
tre Mall on Mondny afiernoon to the
cheers of more than 70 supporters.

Hupging his partner Lesh
Reichelt, who drove a 38-foot motor
home ss his support team, Procter
told the crowd he could not have
done it without her and the support
of family back home.

. “The first month and a half, it
seemed like it was never going to
end,” Procter admitted. “Unfortu-
nately, the last week, both Leah and
I were totally depressed because it
was coming o an end.”

The payoff at the end of the epic
journey was a contribufion of almost
$40,000 to the Conadion Breast
Cencer Foundation.

That included cheques to Heather
Jones, a Victoria-based development
officer with the CBCF, of $8,000
from fuel sales at Gas and Go in
Cumberland (run by Procter'’s broth-
er Wayne) and $5,085.93 from a por-
tion of Procter's ond Reichelt’s renl
estnte commiesions.

In on interview, Procter said he
did it because of the people they
know who have been affected by
cancer,

Other than & “major dehydration
problem” in the final two days that
necessitated a 12-hour hospital visit,
Procter said he held up well physi-
cally. He averaged 120 ftm a day.

He handled the mental demands
by carving up the cross-country jour-
ney in his mind into 20-km inere-
ments, which “made the day fly
nlong”

Cannda, Reichelt said, is “very
big ... it took forever to get through
Ontario, but we absolutely loved
Ontario, poing along the shore of

Superior, one of the most benu-
tiful places in the country,

“We had benutiful weather ... the
sun followed us.”

Procter snid Manitoba hans the
worst roads in Canadn.

Nonetheless, he ndvised the crowd
to not go south to Mexico or Califor-
nia for getnways, urging them to

explore their own country.

“If anybody gets a chance to go
across Canada, don't rush scross.
Take it a day &t a time, and see it.

“The best spots are right here. We
don’t know what we've got. When
you go across it slowly you gee all
the little places, the Kenoras, the
Wawas, Wasaga Beach, Pancake Bo;
Eﬂl! nf? Ontario) ... Cavendish Ben

“It just made us renllzn that
the next few years we're going to
be exploring what we've got here

because it’s the best place to be in .

t.l’w world, It’s got the best people.”
tgot Iots of encouragement
nlong the way and had many letters
of support wmn when he returned
home from people he and Reichelt
mot along the wa_v
video erew from Re/Max Inter-
national in the US. spent a whole
dey shooting them, which will be
presented on Re/Mux's sntellite net-
warl, Procter told the crowd.
He said he hopes that will con-
tinue the drive toward the goal of
raising $100,000.
Procter’s effarts ore anppreciated,
said Jones.
“We have a lot of people to arga-
nize fundraising events to support
us,” she said in an interview.
“Dave’s stood out in the last little
while,” Jones added. “That'’s quite
ambitious to ride your bike ncross
Canada.”
In an interview, Reichelt admitted
to same doubt when they set out.
“I had reservations in the begin-
ning that it might be a little too
much te do, but ke did it, and he did
an awesome job.
“In the beginning, it was diffi-
cult,” Reichelt admitted about being
behind the wheel of a 38-fool home
on wheels, which was towing a car. “
was really nervous shout driving the
motor home.”
She almost got into & collision in
Cornwall, Ont., and incurred one
dent pulling into a campsite in Owen
S@A?ti ?111111']1 he suspects thi
r all that, ehe is is

not the final exploit with Procter.
*One never knows what he'll come
up with next. It's always something.
It’s alwaoys an adventure with him.”

You can still donate on Procter’s
website al wiww.coasttocoastforcan-

cer.ca,
editarGromanaileyrecord. com
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Cyclist laments his cross-Canada trip fi ally ends

DAVE PROCTER FINALLY takes a load off at the Comox Centre Mall after months of cycling
across Canada.
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